
	

AMSI	Maths	ADD	–	Letter	of	support	

Australia’s	Chief	Scientist	Dr	Alan	Finkel	AO	

March	2017	

Mathematics	is	power.	I’m	reminded	of	it	every	time	I’m	out	to	dinner	and	the	moment	
comes	to	split	the	bill.	My	colleagues	reach	for	their	phones.	I’ll	have	a	split	worked	out	
before	they	can	open	their	apps.	

Once	again,	a	bit	of	maths	puts	the	power	in	my	hands.	It’s	just	lucky	for	them	I	like	to	play	
fair.	

I’ve	seen	the	same	phenomenon	play	out	in	boardrooms,	government	committees,	real	
estate	auctions,	engineering	project	teams	–	every	situation,	in	fact,	where	human	beings	
make	hard	decisions	that	come	down	to	numbers.	

Balance	sheets.	Betting	odds.	Budget	papers.	Blood	test	results.	Whatever	the	numbers,	it’s	
the	mathematicians	who	know	how	to	put	them	to	work.		

They’re	not	just	bullet-proof	in	the	face	of	faulty	analysis.	With	mathematics	on	your	side,	
you	read	the	patterns	that	others	just	fail	to	see.	And	you	tend	to	see	much	further,	and	
faster,	as	a	result.	

Every	smart	leader	makes	a	good	friend	of	a	great	mathematician	(assuming,	of	course,	that	
the	mathematicians	themselves	aren’t	running	the	show).	

The	power	of	mathematics	is	nothing	new.	Mathematicians	have	been	
winning	wars,	fighting	crime,	building	cities,	tackling	epidemics	and	driving	
research	–	not	to	mention	getting	rich	–	for	quite	some	time.	

The	fact	remains,	they	have	never	been	more	vital	than	they	are	today,	in	the	data-hungry	
world	their	skills	brought	about.	

We	know	that	the	days	when	a	particular	degree	led	to	a	predictable	career	are	long	gone.	
Nobody	can	say	where	expertise	in	mathematics	might	take	you.	How	could	they,	when	
there’s	no	limit	to	the	ways	in	which	those	skills	can	be	applied,	or	missions	that	
mathematicians	will	be	called	on	to	serve?	

There’s	still	one	thing	we	can	say	for	certain.	Study	mathematics,	and	the	power	is	yours:	to	
make	your	future	by	helping	to	remake	your	world.	

Just	promise	me	you’ll	choose	to	play	fair.	


